BURGLARY
Burglary is entering a structure, infending to
commit another crime such as steadling,
rape, robbery, assault, or stealing property
out of a motor vehicle.

CRIMINAL TRESPASSING
Criminal trespassing is entering without in-
tending to commit another offense or re-
maining on property after being fold to
leave.

ROBBERY
Robbery is taking another person’s property
through violence or threat of injury.

SHOPLIFTING
Shoplifting is stealing by concealing mer-
chandise in order to take it without paying
for it. Depending upon the value of the
property involved, the offense may be Court
actionable. Warning: It is also a crime to
buy or receive stolen property.

FRAUD
Itis ilegal to use another person's credit card
without permission and with intent to steal.
Forging a signature on a check or writing a
hot check are also crimes of fraud.

SEALING OF FILES AND RECORDS
Information about a juvenile's file is unobtain-
able when a juvenile reaches the age of 17.
A juvenile may, however, ask the District
Court to seal his file and records before his
17t birthday if he has not committed any
offense for two years. The only way in which
those files and records may be opened after
sealing, is if that person asks the Court o re-
open them, and the Court agrees.

DISTRICT COURT DECISIONS

If the judge in a District Court finds you guilty, he or she may
decide to:

A.  Place you on probation and return you to your home with
your parents, or to a relative's home.

B.  Place you somewhere other than your home, such as:

a foster home;
a residential substance abuse treatment center; or
a medical facility.
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Order that you to attend a Juvenile Justice Alternative Edu-
cation Program.

D. Place you at the Harris County Youth Village or Bur-
nett-Bayland Home (minimum security homes for  children
used only by the District Court).

E.  Place you at the Burnett-Bayland Receptions Center (a
secure assessment and treatment)..

F.  Place you at the Harris County Delta Boot Camp
(military style maximum security facility).

G. Commit you to the Texas Youth Commission (a state
school).

H. Sentence you for up to 40 years, remaining at TYC,
until age 21, and then to the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice — Institutional Division.

I. Certify you as an adult.

EFFECT OF A CRIMINAL CONVICTION

A juvenile record has limited confidentiality and the only way any-
one can see this record is if the court permits it. If you are certified
as an adult and convicted of a crime in the adult court, then your
record may be inspected by anyone having a legitimate reason.

Persons with an adult criminal record are often prevented from
obtaining:

e a good job;

e employment with the government;

. a commission in the United States military services;

e entrance to certain professions such as law or medicine; or,
e permission to vote or run for political office

e Having a good credit rating

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Youth and the Law

Children’s Protective Services
1-800-252-5400

Youth Service Center
713—295-2600

Communities in Schools
713-654-1515

Juvenile Probation Department
713-222-4100

District Attorney’s Office
713-755-5874

Houston Police Juvenile Division
713-731-5353

Harris

The Council on Alcohol and Drugs—Houston

713-942-4100 Coun 'l'y

Mental Health and Mental Retardation Authority

713-970-7000 J uven i | e
Victims Assistance Center

o Probation
Department

1200 Congress St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713/222-4100
Website: www.hcjpd.org
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DID YOU KNOW...

THAT juvenile probation officers, police
officers and other law enforcement offi-
cers want to be your friends--not your
enemies?

THAT the Harris County Juvenile Proba-
fion Department is committed to help-
ing young people work through their
problems and prevent future problems?

AND THAT it's up to you to know the laws
affecting you, because ignorance of
those laws is no excuse.

THE JUVENILE CODE

Under Texas juvenile law you are not
considered an adult unftil you are 17.
Even as ajuvenile (16 or under), you are
still subject to all Texas Laws, state,
county and municipal ordinances. |If
you should be taken into custody for
committing an offense, you could have
a hearing in a District Court.

YOU CAN BE PENALIZED FOR BREAKING THE LAW
EVEN IF YOU DIDN'T KNOW WHAT THE LAW SAID
OR THAT IT EVEN EXISTED!

CERTIFICATION

A Certification Hearing is one in which a
judge, for certain reasons, may give up his
right to hear a case. In other words, the ju-
venile may be tried as an adult. To be certi-
fied, a juvenile must be between the ages
of 14 and 17 when he/she committed the
offense. Also, the offense committed is one
that resulted in death, or in which there is
serious bodily injury or a threat to someone's
life.

DETERMINATE SENTENCING
A juvenile may be sentenced up to 40 years
in prison by the judge of the Juvenile Court.
The juvenile may be placed in the Texas
Youth Commission (TYC) until he or she is 18
and then be placed in the adult prison unfil
the time is completed.

SCHOOL: SUSPENSION/DISCIPLINE
Students may be suspended for misconduct,
when the school is unable to correct the be-
havior any other way. The school officials will
decide the seriousness of your conduct and
suspend you if they feel it is necessary.

The suspension procedure, if for three days or
less, is that the principal should notify the
parents of the student involved in writing.

If the suspension is for more than three days,
or indefinitely, the parents or students may
have a meeting with the principal to discuss
the accusations. If the student remains sus-
pended, the family may appeal the suspen-
sion to a superintendent or to the Board of
Education.

CURFEW

Harris County and most communities in the
county enforce a curfew, both day and
night. Any juvenile out late at night, or dur-
ing school hours can expect to be stopped
and questioned by a police officer. The
night curfew is effective from midnight to
6:00 a.m., and the daytime curfew is from
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

TRUANCY (SKIPPING SCHOOL)
If you are found on city streets during school
hours by a police officer, you probably will
be charged with curfew violation. If you
have 10 unexcused absences in a four-week
period of time, you can be taken to court for
fruancy.

ASSAULT

Assault, whether by actually hitting someone
or threatening someone, is an offense. Re-
gardless of who starts the fight, everyone
involved may be referred to the District
Court. The use of any deadly weapon or
force, which is likely to cause death or great
bodily harm, makes the offense more serious.
FIGHTING NEVER SETTLES PROBLEMS.

DRUGS
Using drugs, including liquor or inhaling sol-
vents (sniffing) can be harmful, even danger-
ous, to your mind and body. They can also
get you into trouble with the law. Not only is
the use of these drugs illegal, but mere pos-
session is a crime.

The amount and type of drug you have can
increase the seriousness of the offense. Any
possession of a controlled subbstance, such as
pills, marijuana, or hard drugs, may be court
actionable.  The possession of narcotics
paraphernalia, such as a syringe, can be a
crime.

Think seriously about the consequences of
experimenting with any drug - or associating
with people who do. THINK AND CHOOSE
WISELY.

Experimenting with drugs is not only haz-
ardous to your health, but it has real legal
consequences that effect your future for
many years or permanently.

SEX OFFENSES
The sexual assault of any adult or child is a crime
and will be referred to the District Court.  Any
form of indecency, such as exposing one's self or
fondling, may be a court actionable offense.

RUNAWAY
Texas Low states that if you leave your legal
guardians' home without permission for a sub-
stantial length of time, or without infending to
return, you can be brought before the District
Court.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE
OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL
Driving while high on alcohol, drugs of any kind,
or after sniffing intoxicants, is against the law. It is
obviously very dangerous to you and other peo-
ple, because you may not be capable of con-
frolling your car safely.

ARSON
Willfully setting fire to any property is known as
arson and is always illegal. If the fire endangers
human life, the offense is greater. Arson cases
are always referred to the District Court.

VANDALISM
Vandalism is the purposeful destruction of prop-
erty in Texas. Vandalism is referred to as Criminall
Mischief. Depending on the value of the prop-
erty destroyed, the offense may be referred to
the District Court.

AUTO THEFT
Taking a car without the owner's permission is a
serious crime. You may not intend fo steal the
car, but using it without the owner's permission is a
crime. Remember this the next time you consider
“joyriding". Auto theft cases are referred to the
District Court.



