JUVENILE CURFEW
IN HARRIS COUNTY

Harris County Commissioners
Court initially approved the Har-
ris County Juvenile Curfew Ordi-
nance in late 1995 and has sub-
sequently made other amend-
ments to the ordinance. The Harris
County Curfew Ordinance in-
cludes all unincorporated areas
outside the city or town. The Or-
dinance applies to children under
17. The curfew is from Midnight
to 6:00 A.M. seven day per
week.

Children under the supervision of the Harris
County Juvenile Probation Department should
verify their curfew time with their assigned
Juvenile Probation Officer or check their
court orders.

RESOURCE DIRECTORY

United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast
2-1-1

Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services
1-800-252-5400

Youth Service Center
713-295-2600

Communities in Schools Houston
713-654-1515

ESCAPE Family Resource Center
713-942-9500

The Houston Council an Alcoholism
and Drug Abuse
713-942-4100

The Houston Police Department

Juvenile Division
713-731-5353

The Mental Health and Mental Re-
tardation Authority of Harris County
713-970-7000

Victim Assistance Center
713-755-5625
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WHAT TIME
DO I HAVE TO
BE HOME?

Children between the ages
of 10 and 17 in the City of
Houston and children under
17 in Harris County must not
be in public places between
the hours of Midnight and
6:00 A.M., except under
certain circumstances. Look
inside for important details.
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HARRIS COUNTY JUVENILE
PROBATION DEPARTMENT
1200 CONGRESS
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002

TELEPHONE: 713-222-4100



JUVENILE CURFEW IN
THE CITY OF HOUSTON

In late 1991, the Houston City Council
passed a Juvenile Curfew Ordinance that
restricts the activity of children 10 through
17 years of age .
The curfew at
night is from Mid-
night to 6:00
A.M. The curfew
during the day is
from 9:00 A.M. to
2:30 P.M. Mon-
day through Fri-
day when school
is in_session, in-

cluding summer
school.

Unfortunately, you can’t turn
back time and violating the city’s
curfew ordinance can get you in
trouble.

The Curfew Ordi-

nance provides:

It shall be unlawful for any minor (child) to
knowingly remain, walk, run, stand, drive or
ride about, in or upon any public place in
the city between the hours of 12:00 A.M.
(Midnight) and 6:00 A.M. on any day of the
week or between the hours of 9:00 AM.
and 2:30 P.M. on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. The 9:00
A.M. to 2:30 P.M. provision does not apply
to children on vacation or on a holiday as
scheduled and observed by the school in
which the child is enrolled. Violators shall be
fined up to $500 and required to appear
in court with a parent or guardian.

Exceptions to the Ordinance:

Each curfew violation will be decided on a

“case by case” basis at the discretion of

law enforcement. Defenses to the curfew

ordinance include (non-exclusive list):

The child was accompanied by a par-
ent or guardian.

The child was engaged in lawful em-
ployment or traveling to and from em-
ployment.

The child was participating or travel-
ing to or from a school, church or gov-
ernment-affiliated activity.

The child was on the sidewalk of the
child’s residence or the sidewalk of a
next door neighbor, if the neighbor
does not complain.

The child was involved in an emergency
situation as defined by the ordinance.
The child was in a vehicle or aircraft
involved in interstate travel with the
consent of a parent or guardian.

The child was married or previously
married; or had the disabilities of mi-
nority removed by a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction.
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Exceptions to the ordinance include: When a minor is
accompanied by his/her parent or guardian, or by an
adult designated by his/her parent or guardian.

PARENTS CAN BE
ISSUED CITATIONS
TOO!

ADULT RESPONSIBLITY

Parents and guardians should provide
supervision to children and assist them in
abiding by the curfew ordinance. A par-
ent or guardian can be issued a citation if
they knowingly allow a child to violate

curfew.

If a child is taken into custody, he or she
may be transported to a juvenile process-
ing center. There, the child’s parent or
guardian will be contacted and asked to
pick up the child, regardless of the time of
day or night. If the child is not picked up
by the parent or guardian, he or she will
be transported the Youth Service Center,
which is operated by Harris County Pro-
tective Services for Children and Adults.

If you have nay questions concerning the city curfew
ordinance or have received a citation, please call
713-837-0311 or 3-1-1 before your scheduled court
date.



